
 

 
 

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ESSA 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  

WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 2024 
(To follow Committee of the Whole) 

 
AGENDA 

 
Members of the public wishing to attend can do so by attending in person to the Council 
Chambers located in the Administration Centre at 5786 County Road 21, Utopia. 

 
1. OPENING OF MEETING BY THE MAYOR 

 
2. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 

 
3. ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES AND MOTIONS 

 
Recommendation:  BE IT RESOLVED THAT the motions duly passed and approved at 
the Committee of the Whole meeting of this date be approved; and 
THAT the minutes of the Committee of the Whole, Regular Council and Closed 
Session meetings held on the 17th day of May, 2024 be adopted as circulated.  
 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Recommendation:  BE IT RESOLVED THAT the items listed in the Consent Agenda 
dated May 1, 2024, be received for information. 
 

5. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
a. Minutes of the Essa Public Library Board 
 
Recommendation:  BE IT RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the Essa Public Library 
Board from their meeting held on March 25, 2024, be received; and 
THAT the minutes of the Essa Public Library Board from their Special Meeting held on 
March 28, 2024, be received. 
 
b. Minutes of the Traffic Advisory Committee 
 
Recommendation:  BE IT RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the Traffic Advisory 
Committee from their meeting held on April 2, 2024, be received. 
 

6. PETITIONS 
 
 

7. MOTIONS AND NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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9. BY-LAWS 
 
a. By-law 2024-25 – A By-law to authorize execution of an Agreement with OPP 

for the provision of Additional Services under Section 17(2) of the Community 
Safety and Policing Act.  
 

b. By-law 2024-26 – A By-law for the adoption of Tax Rates for 2024. 
 
Recommendation:  BE IT RESOLVED THAT By-laws 2024-25 and 2024-26 be read a 
first, and taken as read a second and third time and finally passed. 
 

10. QUESTIONS 
 
 

11. CLOSED SESSION 
 
Recommendation:  BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council proceed to a Closed Session in 
order to address matters pertaining to: 
 
a. Confidential Staff Report CAO011-24, re: Staffing 

• Personal Matters About an Identifiable Individual [s.239(2)(b)]  
• Labour Relations or Employee Negotiations [s.239(2)(d)] 

 
b. Confidential Staff Report CAO012-24, re: Staffing 

• Personal Matters About an Identifiable Individual [s.239(2)(b)]  
• Labour Relations or Employee Negotiations [s.239(2)(d)] 

 
Motion to Rise and Report from Closed Session Meeting of May 1, 2024. 
 
Recommendation: BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council rise and report from the Closed 
Session Meeting at _____ p.m. 
 

12. CONFIRMATION BY-LAW 
 
a. By-law 2024-27 
 
Recommendation:  BE IT RESOLVED THAT leave be granted to introduce By-law 
2024-27, that being a By-law to confirm the proceedings of the Committee of the Whole, 
Closed and Council meetings held on this 1st day of May, 2024; and, that said By-law be 
read a first, and taken as read a second and third time and finally passed. 
 

13. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Recommendation:  BE IT RESOLVED THAT this meeting of Council of the Township of 
Essa adjourn at _______ p.m. to meet again on the 15th day of May, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ESSA 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 2024 

MINUTES 

A Committee of the Whole meeting was held in person on Wednesday April 17, 2024, in the 
Council Chambers of the Administration Centre, Township of Essa. 

In attendance: 

Staff in attendance: 

Mayor Sandie Macdonald 
Deputy Mayor Michael Smith 
Councillor Pieter Kiezebrink 
Councillor Henry Sander 
Councillor Liana Maltby 

M. Mikael, Manager of Public Works/CAO 
C. Rankin, Manager of Parks and Recreation 
S. Haniff, Manager of Planning 
S. Corbett, Deputy Clerk 
L. Lehr, Manager of Legislative Services 

1. OPENING OF MEETING BY THE MAYOR 

Mayor Macdonald opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

The Township of Essa acknowledges that we are situated on land within the area of 
Treaty 18, also known as the Lake Simcoe-Nottawasaga Treaty, signed on October 
17, 1818 between the Government of Upper Canada and the Anishinaabe Indigenous 
peoples. The Annishinaabe include the Ojibwe, Odawa and Pottawatomi Nations 
collectively known as the Three Fires Confederacy. We are dedicated to honouring 
Indigenous history and culture and committed to moving forward in the spirit of 
reconciliation and respect with all First nation, Metis and Inuit People. 

2. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 

None. 

3. DELEGATIONS / PRESENTATIONS / PUBLIC MEETINGS 

None. 
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STAFF REPORTS 

4. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT/ BUILDING 

a. Staff Report PD007-24 submitted by the Manager of Planning, 
re: Additional Residential Unit Parking Provisions. 

Resolution No: CW037-2024 Moved by: Sander Seconded by: Smith 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Staff Report PD007-24 be received; and 
THAT Council authorize sending a letter to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing requesting relief of Section 35.1 (1.1) of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 
P. 13, which relates to required parking spaces for additional residential units in urban 
areas, for smaller municipalities with limited public transit and active transportation 
options (Appendix A). 

----Carried----

5. PARKS AND RECREATION / COMMUNITY SERVICES 

5. FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 

6. PUBLIC WORKS 

a. Staff Report PW007-24 submitted by the CAO/Manager of Public Works, re: 
Award of Quotation - 2024 Granular Gravel Supply. 

Resolution No: CW038-2024 Moved by: Kiezebrink Seconded by: Maltby 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Staff Report PW007-24 be received; and 
THAT the quotation as received from Duivenvoorden Haulage Ltd. be accepted in 
the amount of $595,940.00 (excluding HST), to supply and place Granular ''A" Gravel 
on various locations within the Township limits and to deliver to stockpile granular for 
supply, contingent upon a WSIB Clearance Certificate and a copy of Insurance being 
provided to the Township, to the Township's satisfaction. 

----Carried----

7. FINANCE 

8. CLERKS/ BY-LAW ENFORCEMENT/ IT 
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April 17, 2024 

9. CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER (C.A.O.) 

a. Staff Report CAO00S-24 submitted by the CAO/Manager of Public Works, 
re: Municipal Housing Pledge. 

Resolution No: CW039-2024 Moved by: Smith Seconded by: Sander 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Staff Report CAO00B-24 be received; and 
THAT Council affirm Essa's commitment to achieving the Township's 2031 Housing 
Target; and 
THAT the Mayor be authorized to sign Essa's Housing Pledge Letter, and request the 
Township Clerk to forward the signed housing Pledge Letter to the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing along with a copy of this Report; and 
THAT Staff report back to Council on a semi-annual basis on progress towards the 
Municipal Housing Pledge. 

----Carried----
10. OTHER BUSINESS 

Upcoming Events 
• Thornton Spring Clean-up - Saturday April 20, 2024 starts at 10:00 a.m. at 

Thornton Library/Firehall 
• Tim Hortons Smile Cookie Campaign - April 28 to May 5, 2024 
• RCAF Flag Raising Event (Bradford) - June 10, 2024 

Use of Community Park for Fundraiser - June 22, 2024 
• Retirement of long-time teacher from Angus Morrison Elementary School, 

Terrence Hussein 
• Council authorized rental fee to be waived for fundraising event 
• Manager of Parks and Recreation to follow up 

Emergency Road Closure Status Update 
• Portion of road on 5th Line between Willoughby Road and 25th Sideroad was 

closed on April 18, 2024 due to rapidly deteriorating road conditions caused by 
excessive rain. 

• Road will remain closed until approximately end of May. 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

Resolution No: CW040-2024 Moved by: Smith Seconded by: Maltby 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT this meeting of Committee of the Whole of the Township of 
Essa adjourn at 6:09 pm., to meet again on the 1st day of May, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. 

----Carried----
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Sandie Macdonald 
Mayor 

Lisa Lehr 
Manager of Legislative Services 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ESSA 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 2024 

MINUTES 

The Regular Meeting of Council was held in person on Wednesday April 17, 2024, following the 
Committee of the Whole in the Council Chambers of the Administration Centre, Township of Essa. 

In attendance: 

Staff in attendance: 

Mayor Sandie Macdonald 
Deputy Mayor Michael Smith 
Councillor Pieter Kiezebrink 
Councillor Henry Sander 
Councillor Liana Maltby 

M. Mikael, CAO/Manager of Public Works 
C. Rankin, Manager of Parks and Recreation 
S. Haniff, Manager of Planning 
S. Corbett, Deputy Clerk 
L. Lehr, Manager of Legislative Services 

1. OPENING OF MEETING BY THE MAYOR 

Mayor Macdonald opened the meeting at 6:09 p.m. 

2. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 

None. 

3. ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES AND MOTIONS 

Resolution No: CR072-2024 Moved by: Maltby Seconded by: Kiezebrink 

SE IT RESOLVED THAT the motions duly passed and approved at the Committee of 
the Whole meeting of this date be approved; and 
THAT the minutes of the Public, Committee of the Whole, Regular Council and Closed 
Session meetings held on the 3rd day of April, 2024 be adopted as circulated. 

----Carried-----

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

Resolution No: CR073-2024 Moved by: Maltby Seconded by: Smith 

SE IT RESOLVED THAT the items listed in the Consent Agenda dated April 17, 
2024, be received for information; and 
That Items A3(c), A6, A 7, AB, and A 15(c) be moved to section B of consent, for a 
letter of support to be drafted; and 
That Item A 1 0 be referred to section B of consent, for staff to provide comments and 
concerns from the Township of Essa. 

----Carried-----



Township of Essa 
Regular Council Minutes 

April 17, 2024 

5. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

6. PETITIONS 

7. MOTIONS AND NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

9. BY-LAWS 

a. By-law 2024-23 - A By-law to amend Essa's Zoning By-law 2003-50. 

Resolution No: CR074-2024 Moved by: Kiezebrink Seconded by: Maltby 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT By-law 2024-23 be read a first, and taken as read a second 
and third time and finally passed. 

----Carried--H• 

10. QUESTIONS 

11. CLOSED SESSION 

Resolution No: CR075-2024 Moved by: Sander Seconded by: Smith 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council proceed to a Closed Session in order to address 
matters pertaining to: 

a. Confidential Staff Report CAO009-24, re: Staffing 
• Personal Matters About an Identifiable Individual [s.239(2)(b)] 
• Labour Relations or Employee Negotiations [s.239(2)(d)] 

----Carried-----

Council proceeded into Closed Session deliberations at 6:15 p.m. 

Motion to Rise and Report from Closed Session Meeting of April 17, 2024. 

Resolution No: CR076-2024 Moved by: Sander Seconded by: Smith 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council rise and report from the Closed Session Meeting at 
6:21 p.m. 

----Carried-----
Council passed the following: 
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a. PERSONAL MATTERS ABOUT AN IDENTIFIABLE INDIVIDUAL [s.239(2)(b)] 
LABOUR RELATIONS OR EMPLOYEE NEGOTIATIONS [s.239(2)(d)] 
Confidential Staff Report CAO009-24 submitted by CAO, re: Staffing. 

Resolution No: CR077-2024 Moved by: Sander Seconded by: Smith 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Confidential Staff Report CAO009-24 be received; 
THAT Council direct Staff in accordance with Option 2 as contained within the Confidential 
report. 

----Carried-----

12. CONFIRMATION BY-LAW 

a. By-law 2024-22 

Resolution No: CR078-2024 Moved by: Kiezebrink Seconded by: Maltby 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT leave be granted to introduce By-law 2024-24, that being a 
By-law to confirm the proceedings of the Committee of the Whole, Closed and Council 
meetings held on this 17th day of April, 2024; and, that said By-law be read a first, and 
taken as read a second and third time and finally passed. 

----Carried-----
13. ADJOURNMENT 

Resolution No: CR079-2024 Moved by: Smith Seconded by: Maltby 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT this meeting of Council of the Township of Essa adjourn at 
6:23 p.m. to meet again on the 1st day of May, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. 

----Carried-----

Sandie Macdonald 
Mayor 

Lisa Lehr 
Manager of Legislative Services 
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Essa Public Library Board 
Minutes 

Monday, March 25, 2024, 7:00pm 
Thornton Branch 

Sa 

Directors Present: C. Cryer, Vice-Chair; J. Hunter, Chair; S. Hyatt; L. Maltby, Council 
Representative; R. Tracey 

Staff Present: L. Wark, CEO/Secretary/Treasurer; G. Newbatt, Manager of Library Services 
Absent with Notice: J. Bushey 

1. Call to Order at 7:03pm by Chair, J. Hunter. 

2. Respect and Acknowledgement Declaration: (S. Hyatt) 

We are situated on land within the area of Treaty 18, also known as the Lake Simcoe
Nottawasaga Treaty, signed on October 17, 1818, between the Government of Upper 
Canada and the Anishinaabe Indigenous peoples. 

The Anishinaabe include the Ojibwe, Odawa and Pottawatomi Nations collectively known as 
the Three Fires Confederacy. We are dedicated to honouring Indigenous history and culture 
and are committed to moving forward in the spirit of reconciliation and respect with all First 
Nations, Metis and Inuit People. 

We are grateful to work and live on this land. 

3. Approval of the Agenda 
2024:013 Moved: LM Seconded: RT Carried 
THAT the Agenda for March 25, 2024 be approved as circulated. 

4. S. Hyatt declared a Conflict of Interest for decisions regarding LEA Acoustic. 

5. Minutes of the Preceding Regular Meeting 
2024:014 Moved: CC Seconded: SH Carried 
THAT the February 26, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes be approved as circulated. 

6. Business Arising from past Minutes: Essa Time Capsule might be a good project for the 
Essa Historical Society. 

7. Communications: 
7 .1 LEA Acoustic Proposal 
7.2 LEA Acoustic follow-up correspondence 
7.3 Thank you note from Georgian College 
7.4 BarrieToday article EPL March Break activities 
7.5 OLA & FOPL Letter to Minister of Public and Business Service Delivery 

8. Chairperson's Remarks 

9. Treasurer Report: 
9.1 Actual vs Budget Year to Date, (Mar 20) 
9.2 Development Charges: $1,350 remaining for Angus Branch Debt Repayment. 
9.3 Emergency Thornton Branch roof replacement at $35,801 + HST 
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2024:015 Moved: RT Seconded: LM Carried 
THAT the Library Board receives the Treasurer's Report, including the Budget to Actual 
Comparison to March 20, 2024 as circulated. 

10. CEO Report, March 2024 
10.1 February Library Report (Nakeff) 
10.2 EPL & Nottawasaga Pines Secondary School (NPSS) Working Committee Minutes 

for February 2024 
10.3 Re-Accreditation due by December 31, 2024. 
10.4 Reciprocal Borrowing Agreement with Georgian College to 1Apr2026 
10.5 Community Support information (Newbatt) 

2024:016 Moved: CC Seconded: RT 
THAT the Library Board receives the CEO Report as circulated. 

11. Ontario Library Service (OLS) Trustee Report (R. Tracey): None 

12. Committee of the Whole 
Discussion: Different viewpoints presented in the library setting 

Library Board Policy Review: 
12.1 Social Equity and Inclusion Statement update 
12.2 HR:001 Personnel Policy 
12.3 EPL H&S:009A Angus Branch Fire Safety Plan 
12.4 EPL H&S:009B Thornton Branch Fire Safety Plan 

Carried 

2024:017 Moved: SH Seconded: RT Carried 
THAT the Library Board receives and approves updates to the Social Equity and 
Inclusion Statement, HR:001 Personnel Policy, H&S:009A Angus Branch Fire Safety 
Plan, and H&S:009B Thornton Branch Fire Safety Plan as circulated. 

12.5 Re-establish Essa Public Library Board Committees. 

2024:018 Moved: CC Seconded: SH Carried 
THAT the Library Board re-establishes the EPL Planning Committee to work on the 
Strategic Plan, the Policy Committee to review policies in advance of Library Board 
meetings and the Personnel Committee for the CEO Performance Review. 

Committee Members: 
Planning Committee: J. Hunter, C. Cryer 
Policy Committee: J. Hunter, S. Hyatt, R. Tracey 
Personnel Committee: J. Hunter, S. Hyatt 
Finance Committee: J. Hunter, J. Bushey 

12.6 2023 Annual Report 

2024: 019 Moved: SH Seconded: CC Carried 
THAT the Library Board receives the 2023 Essa Public Library Report as circulated and 
submits the Report to the Township of Essa Council. 

12.7 Discussion: Situational Analysis/Community Analysis (SCORE) input prior to 
Accreditation and 2025-2028 Strategic Plan 
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13. Other Business: 
13.1 EarlyON & Foodbank seeking larger spaces in Angus. 
13.2 IT Starts Library Board awareness, commitment and photo. 

14. Next meeting: April 22, 7pm at Angus Branch 

15. Adjournment 
2024:020 Moved: CC Carried 
THAT the Meeting be adjourned at 8:50pm. 

APPROVED: April 22, 2024 

~J '°' 

Chair: Judith Hunter CEO: Laura Wark 

3 



Essa Public Library Board 
Special Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 28th , 6pm 
Virtual Meeting 

Directors Present: C. Cryer, Vice-Chair; J. Hunter, Chair; S. Hyatt; R. Tracey 
Staff Present: L. Wark, CEO/Secretary/Treasurer 
Regrets: J. Bushey; L. Maltby, Council Representative 

1. Call to Order at 6: 18pm by Chair, J. Hunter. 

2. Respect and Acknowledgement Declaration: (J. Hunter) 

We are situated on land within the area of Treaty 18, a/so known as the Lake Simcoe
Nottawasaga Treaty, signed on October 17, 1818 between the Government of Upper 
Canada and the Anishinaabe Indigenous peoples. 

The Anishinaabe include the Ojibwe, Odawa and Pottawatomi Nations collectively known as 
the Three Fires Confederacy. We are dedicated to honouring Indigenous history and culture 
and are committed to moving forward in the spirit of reconciliation and respect with all First 
nation, Metis and Inuit People. 

We are grateful to work and live on this land. 

3. Approval of the Agenda 
2024:021 Moved: RT Seconded: SH Carried 
THAT the Special Meeting Agenda for March 28th, 2024 be approved as circulated. 

4. No Conflicts of Interest are declared for proceedings before this Board. 

5. Simcoe County Age-Friendly Funding Application. 

2024:022 Moved: CC Seconded: SH Carried 
THAT the Library Board approves the Simcoe County Age-Friendly Funding Application 
for "Grow Getters: a lifestyle program for seniors in Essa Township" as circulated. 

6. Adjournment 
2024:023 Moved: 
THAT the Meeting be adjourned at 6:25pm. 

APPROVED: April 22, 2024 

Chair: Judith Hunter 
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CEO: Laura Wark 
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Where 'fown and Country Meet 

In attendance: 

Regrets: 

TOWNSHIP OF ESSA 
TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

TUESDAY, April 2, 2024- 3:15 p.m. 

Michael Mikael, CAO 

ZOOM MEETING 
MINUTES 

Rick Foley, Ward 2 Committee Representative 
Nottawasaga OPP 
Vanessa Kupch, Secretary 
John Kolbs, Roads Supervisor 
Christian Meile, County of Simcoe 
Claire Walker, County of Simcoe 

Mayor Sandie Macdonald, Chair 
Councillor Henry Sander 

1. OPENING OF THE MEETING 

Michael Mikael, CAO opened the meeting at 3:15 p.m. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Moved by: Smith Seconded by: Kolb 

Be it resolved that the Agenda as presented be approved. 

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

Moved by: Sander Seconded by: Foley 

Be it resolved that the minutes of the Traffic Advisory Committee meeting dated 
January 9, 2024, be approved as printed. 

4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

4.1 Transportation Master-Plan 

Draft Traffic Calming Policy (Attachment No. 1) 

4.2 Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB attachment No. 2) 

I\ 

Sb 



Sb 
5. 

5.1 

NEW BUSINESS 

Resident Concerns: 

DATE CONCERN 
LOCATION: 

January 12, 2024 Park Road 

January 12, 2024 10th Sideroad 

February 17, 2024 County Road 21 

February 22, 2024 Mill Street 

February 26, 2024 Algonquin Heights 
Court 

December 23, 2023 County Road 27 

TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
April 2, 2024 

Page 2 of 3 

CONCERN: 

Resident is concerned with numerous of 
vehicles parking along the resident's ditch 
during school hours. The resident is requesting 
for no parking signs or other resolutions to 
prevent further damage to their lawn Resident 
is requesting for the speed limit to be dropped 
to 30 km or 40 km along Greenwood Drive. 

Resident is requesting for stop signs to be 
placed on Scotch Line to the corner of 10th 

Sideroad and 3rd Line. The resident is very 
concerned with speeding and dangerous 
driving along the 10th Sideroad and has noted 
that they have almost been hit numerous of 
times backing out of their driveway. 

Resident is very concerned of having a safe 
access to her driveway from all directions as 
the roundabout currently only provides access 
from the east. 

Resident is requesting for painted arrows 
and/or overhead turning lane signs to be 
placed at the intersections of Mill Street, King 
Street and Pine River Road to prevent an 
accident. 

Resident is requesting for Algonquin Heights 
Court to be included in the Community Safety 
Zone. The resident has also requested for the 
speed camera to be placed at the top of the hill 
on the 25th Sideroad and 9th Line as she 
believes the speed cameras have made a big 
difference in our community. 

Resident has concerns regarding the County 
Road 27 widening and potential traffic calming 
measures. 



TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES Sb 
April 2, 2024 -

Page 3 of 3 

6. OTHER BUSINESS 

6.1 Round Table Comments/Questions. 

PIC will be addressed in late fall; the County of Simcoe will be issuing notices in 
the next couple of months. Although construction is not planned until 2029. 

A Committee member requested to have wider lanes implemented North of 
County Road 21 and County Road 27, with rumble strips. 

A Committee member would also like to see Trout Creek more protected once 
road widening is implemented. 

RRFB will include Centre Street in the Traffic Calming budget. 

Speed camera will be placed back on the 25th Sideroad soon, another location 
will be added. 

Simcoe County is interested in including a speed camera in Baxter. 

A Committee member has requested more enforcement or a red-light camera on 
Barrie Street and Robert Street to add to traffic calming measures. 

7. ESTABLISH DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The next Traffic Advisory Committee meeting will be scheduled virtually for June 
4, 2024, at 3:15 p.m. 

Thank you to everyone for their attendance and input during this term of Council. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by: Smith Seconded by: Kolb 

Be it resolved that this meeting of the Traffic Advisory Committee of the 
Township of Essa adjourn at 3:40 PM. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
The Township of Essa is planning for future growth and change within their transportation 
planning practices. Through the Transportation Master Plan, the Township aims to ensure 
that the transportation system is tailored to the needs of all community members and 
allows safe, accessible, and well-connected transportation options. In September of 2018, 
the Township adopted a traffic calming policy which outlines traffic calming measures, 
guidelines, and monitoring requirements. The policy contains a series of 
recommendations that largely align with those identified in the 2017 TAC ITE guide and 
industry best practices. As the Township has continued to grow and traffic calming 
guidelines have continued to evolve, it is necessary to update policies to reflect 
community needs and evolving understandings of best practices. With that understanding 
in mind , the Township is advised to adopt the following update to the existing Traffic 
Calming Policy to better suit the Township of Essa's current context and expected growth. 

1.1 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to provide staff with a guideline and procedure for the 
initiation, investigation and implementation of traffic calming measures for roadways 
within the Township of Essa. 

This policy also ensures that there is a formal process defined by which all sites/traffic 
calming requests can be evaluated against using consistent screening and criteria. 

Note: This policy does not apply to arterial roads, as they are intended to serve higher 
traffic volumes. 

3 

11 



!:*.> • . 
'Ii ai o'ao tillr> .. • ~ ,.-~ 

2 TRAFFIC CALMING 

2.1 WHAT IS TRAFFIC CALMING? 

Traffic calming is defined as the combination of measures that alter driver behavior to 
reduce the potential of negative effects of motor vehicle use and improve conditions for 
alternate modes of transportation. Traffic calming measures are frequently physical 
measures, which can be combined with educational and enforcement tools to improve 
the safety and comfort of neighbourhood streets. 

2.2 OBJECTIVES OF TRAFFIC CALMING 

To address undesirable traffic conditions such as poor sight lines, speeding, and 
excessive volume on local and collector roads, the specific objectives of traffic calming 
and this guide are to: 

A) Increase the Safety in Neighbourhoods 

Through the use of physical measures to alter driver behavior, traffic calming can improve 
safety on neighbourhood streets. The resulting reduction in volume and speed creates a 
safer environment for all residents including pedestrians and cyclists. 

B) Improve the Livability in Neighbourhoods 

Traffic calming is intended to uphold and restore the livability and sense of community 
within neighbourhoods by minimizing the volume and speed of through traffic. As a result, 
negative impacts from traffic such as excessive noise, air pollution , visual presence of 
numerous vehicles and potential safety hazards are minimized . In addition, attractively 
designed traffic calming measures can enhance the aesthetics of a neighbourhood and 
improve streetscapes by adding additional opportunities to incorporate vegetation, public 
artwork and more. 

C) Restore Streets to Their Intended Function 

The intended function of a local road is to accommodate low to moderate volumes of 
traffic travelling at lower speeds in and out of neighbourhoods or from points of origin to 
the collector road system. Local roads provide direct vehicle access to residences that 
typically front onto these roads. Through traffic should be discouraged from using local 
roads. The Township of Essa's collector roads are intended to provide access to 
properties as well as to provide linkages between local roads and other collector and 
arterial roads. When these roads serve as through streets, the risk of negative outcomes 
is elevated due to the high number of potential conflicts along these roads . 



D) Maintain Access Routes for Emergency Services, Public Transit & 
Maintenance Services 

The potential impacts to these services have been considered in the development of this 
guide and will continue to be considered throughout the implementation of traffic calming 
measures. The needs of these services will be balanced against the need to slow and/or 
reduce traffic. In addition, this guide outlines the process through which all potentially 
impacted services will have the opportunity to comment on any proposed plans before 
implementation. 

E) Promote Public Participation and Community Support 

Traffic calming measures have a direct impact on neighbourhoods and the residents living 
in them. As such, an integral part of the process includes resident communication and 
feedback. Good community involvement leads to solutions to specific local traffic issues. 
Effective communication with residents provides staff with the opportunity to explain to 
residents the benefits of traffic calming measures while deterring them from less effective 
countermeasures. 

2. 3 ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES 

Traffic calming measures introduce a number of trade-offs which need to be considered 
when selecting and implementing measures. In general, the advantages of a well
executed traffic calming policy are: 

• Reductions in motor vehicle speeds, particularly 'top-end' speeding (95th to 99th 
percentile speeds); 

• Reductions in traffic volumes on traffic calmed streets ; 

• Reduced levels of cut-through traffic on residential streets; 

• Improvements in overall road safety outcomes for all users ; 

• Improvements in neighbourhood livability due to reduced noise and traffic risk ; and 

• Reductions in conflicts between road users . 

Traffic calming measures need to be carefully considered to respect the context of the 
neighbourhoods in which they are being implemented. Some of the potential 
disadvantages that practitioners should be mindful of when installing traffic calming 
measures are: 

• Increases in emergency vehicle response time associated with some horizontal 
deflection measures such as speed humps; 

• reduced ease of access in and out of neighbourhoods ; 



• Traffic diversion onto adjacent roads where traffic calming measures have not been 
implemented; and 

• Increases in maintenance costs such as snow clearing or garbage pick-up 
associated with some measures. 

6 

20 



6b 
j e;;ofo 

3 TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES 
As per the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Traffic Calming: State of the 
Practice , physical traffic calming measures are classified as either speed control 
measures or volume control measures. 

3.1 SPEED CONTROL MEASURES 

Speed control measures are intended to reduce travel speeds and may include: 

• Speed bumps/ humps (rounded, raised areas placed across the roadway); 

■ Not to be considered unless upon urban curb and gutter streets 

■ Not to be considered in winter months 

■ Could be considered in school zones 

■ Consider through trial periods only with community feedback 

• Speed tables (flat-topped speed humps); 

• Speed cushions (similar to a speed hump, but with channels that permit vehicles 
with wider wheelbases, such as transit vehicles and fire trucks, to travel through at 
speed.) 

• Raised intersections (flat raised areas covering entire intersection, with ramps on 
all approaches and often with brick or other textured materials on the flat section); 

• Traffic circles (raised island, placed in intersections, around which traffic 
circulates) ; 

• Roundabouts (larger than traffic circles and typically have raised splitter islands to 
channel approaching traffic to the right and are used on higher volume streets); 

• Chokers (curb extensions at midblock locations that narrow a street) ; 

• Realigned intersections (changes in alignment that convert T-intersections with 
straight approaches into curving streets that meet at right angles) ; 

• Neck downs (curb extensions at intersections that reduce roadway width cu rb to 
curb) ; 

• Centre island narrowing (placement of a raised island located along the centreline 
of a street that narrows the travel lanes at that location); 

• Chicane (Two-Lane) Lateral Shift (consists of curb extensions placed on 
alternating sides of the road) ; 
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• Lane narrowing through collapsible bollards; and 

• Intersection centreline hardening (placement of bollards or concrete/rubber curbs 
to prevent drivers from cutting across intersections). 

3. 1.1 SPEED LIMIT CHANGES 

In line with other cities in Ontario and the industry trend to reduce speed limits on local 
streets to improve safety, the default speed limit in urban areas of the Township should 
be posted at 40km/hr. Additional measures need to be taken to induce behavioral change 
to comply with the speed limit. Measures should include: 

• Public awareness campaigns to alert residents of the speed limit; 

• Existing roads should be painted with white edge lines and a centre yellow line to 
ensure each travel lane is 3m; and 

• Revisit road standards for new road construction to narrow travel lanes and design 
new streets for lower speeds. 

3.2 VOLUME CONTROL MEASURES 

Volume control measures are intended to reduce traffic volumes and include: 

• Full or partial street closures (full street closures are barriers placed across a street 
to close the street completely to through traffic, usually leaving only sidewalks or 
bicycle paths open, whereas half closures are barriers that block travel in one 
direction for a short distance on otherwise two-way streets); 

• Diagonal diverters (barriers placed diagonally across an intersection blocking 
through movement) ; 

• Median barriers (raised islands located along the centreline of a street and 
continuing through an intersection to block through movements at a cross street); 
and forced turn islands (raised islands that block certain movements on 
approaches to an intersection); and 

• Directional closures (a curb extension or vertical barrier that extends to around the 
centerl ine of a roadway, effectively blocking one direction of traffic). When used in 
conjunction with other measures within a neighborhood , directional closures 
discourage short-cutting traffic. 

■ Apply to local streets with high levels of cut-through traffic that may abut 
onto collector or arterial roads. 



3.3 EDUCATION MEASURES 

Education can be utilized to support other traffic calming measures but should not be 
implemented without physical changes to the roadways. The education of motorists, 
bicyclists, and pedestrians are beneficial as it requires lower levels of investment than 
physical measures, making them easier to implement. Education campaigns can also be 
community specific and combined with other approaches to encourage long-term 
behavioral shifts in transportation and result in safer roadways for all users. Some 
measures as determined in the TAC guide include: 

• Active and Safe Routes to School Programs: 

• Pace Car Programs; 

• Speed Display Devices; 

• Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS); 

• Targeted Education Campaigns to educate and inform drivers on responsible and 
safe behaviors on the road ; 

• Speed enforcement campaigns across the municipality in effort to raise 
awareness to the issue of speeding in the municipality; 

• Expand Community Safety and School Zones: Work with schoolboards and 
community members to establish safe school zones that restrict vehicle 
movement around schools to encourage higher uptake of active transportation to 
school; and 

• Active and Safe Routes to School Program. 

3.4 ENFORCEMENT MEASURES 

Enforcement is another tool for non-physical traffic calming measures. Enforcement can 
aid in achieving intended outcomes of traffic calming measures, especially when fixed 
enforcement tools are deployed . 

Some measures as recommended by TAC include: 

• Fixed speed enforcement; 

• Mobile speed enforcement; 

• Speed Watch Programs; 

• Speed enforcement (police enforcement) ; and 



• Redlight cameras on high-volume roads, particularly in commercial areas to 
passively enforce speed limits. 
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4 TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES 
GUIDELINES 

4.1 RECOMMENDED MEASURES 

In consideration of the Township's objectives in implementing a Traffic Calming Policy, 
and recognizing a large extent of the Township's road system includes urban, semi-urban 
and rural roads, the following traffic calming measures have been considered as viable 
options to implement: 

• Speed Control Measures 

■ Speed bumps / humps/ cushions 

■ Speed tables 

■ Curb extensions 

■ Lane narrowing via pavement markings 

■ Lane narrowing via flexible bollards 

■ Centre medians 

■ Temporary centre medians 

■ Traffic circles 

■ Chicane (two lane) lateral shift 

■ Intersection centreline hardening 

■ Transverse lane markings (transverse bars or chevron pavement markings 
on a travel lane) 

• Volume Control Measures 

■ Diverters / modal filters / directional closures 

• Education Measures 

■ Community Safety Zones 

■ SchoolZones 

■ Radar speed display signs 

■ Active and safe routes to school programs 
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■ Targeted education campaigns 

• Enforcement Measures 

■ Police enforcement 

■ Red light cameras 

■ Automated speed enforcement 

Descriptions of each of the measures proposed for the Township are included below. 

4.2 SPEED CONTROL MEASURES 

4.2. 1 SPEED BUMPS/HUMPS AND CUSHIONS 

Speed bumps / humps are defined as a 
raised area of the road, which deflects 
both the wheels and frame of a traversing 
vehicle. They may be paved as a 
permanent feature or temporary, 
removable rubber mounds for seasonal 
use. 

Typically, 80mm high and 4.0m wide (in 
the direction of travel} , spaced 125m to 
225m apart. In more dense urban 
locations, speed humps can be located as 
close as 60m apart. Speed humps are 
used on residential (local) streets and 
collector roads. 

On roads that are frequently travelled by 
transit vehicles or emergency services 
vehicles, speed cushions may be a 
preferred alternative to speed humps. 
Speed cushions are similar to a speed 
hump, but with channels that permit 
vehicles with wider wheel-bases, such as 
transit vehicles and fire trucks, to travel 
through at speed , minimizing the impact 
on travel times for these larger vehicles. 



Advantages Disadvantages 

• Relatively cost-efficient 

• Easy to construct 

• Speed humps May 
delay emergency 
vehicles 

• Deters cut-through 
traffic 

• Reduces vehicle 
speeds 

• May divert traffic to 
alternate routes that 
could negatively affect 
other roads 

• Possible noise from 
braking/acceleration 

• May cause discomfort 
to drivers with 
disabilities 

• Impacts to snowplows 
and trucks 

• Resources needed to 
install/remove 
seasonally 

4.2.2 SPEED TABLES 

Speed tables are flat-topped asphalt 
or rubber mounds that cover the full 
width of the roadway. The ramps of the 
speed table are more gently sloped 
than speed humps and thus speed 
tables are less jarring than a standard 
speed hump and can allow larger 
vehicles (emergency vehicles, trucks 
and snowploughs) to cross with 
reduced disruption. As such, speed 
tables are typically not removed 
seasonally. 

For an 85th percentile speed of 
approximately 40 km/h, the speed 
table should be 80 mm high and 6.5 
metres long in the direction of travel (2 
metre ramps at the ends and a 2.5 
metre plateau which is typically long 
enough to accommodate the entire 
wheelbase of a passenger car) . 

13 

d1 

Estimated Cost 

• $2,000 to $3,000 each 

• $7,000 for a modular 
speed hump 



Advantages 

• Relatively cost-efficient 

• Easy to construct 

• Deters cut-through 
traffic 

• Reduces vehicle 
speeds 

• Lesser impacts to 
larger vehicles as 
compared to speed 
humps 

• Can be applied in both 
directions on two-way 
streets 

4. 2.3 CURB EXTENSIONS 

Disadvantages 

• May delay emergency 
vehicle response times 

• May divert traffic to 
alternate routes that 
could negatively affect 
other roads 

• Possible noise created 
by braking/acceleration 

• May cause discomfort 
to drivers with 
disabilities 

• Potential impacts to 
snowplows and trucks 

• May require additional 
maintenance 
responsibilities 

Also known as "bump- outs", 
curb extensions are horizontal 
extensions of a curb into a 
road, resulting in a narrower 
road section. These may be 
used to provide high visibility 
of pedestrians, shorter 
walking distances to cross the 
road , and to slow motorists 
down. 

Advantages 

• Interrupts straight line 
curbs and slows traffic 

Disadvantages 

• May reduce on-street 
parking 

• Reduces turning radii to • 
slow turning speed 

Large vehicles may 
need to cross 
centerline to negotiate 
turns 

• Improves pedestrian 
safety 

• May interrupt bike 
lanes if not designed 

Estimated Cost 

• $3,000 to $5,000 each 

• $10,000 for a modular 
speed table 

Estimated Cost 

• $5,000 to $20,000 
Each 



• Improves sightlines at 
intersections by 
providing additional 
daylighting 

• No impacts to 
emergency services 

with adequate 
consideration 

• Increased snow 
removal costs and 
operation time 

4.2.4 LANE NARROWING THROUGH PAVEMENT MARKINGS 

This measure narrows the travel 
lanes to a minimum width of 3.0 
metres through the use of 
pavement markings ( centreline 
and edge lines) . Reduced lane 
widths provide a feeling of 
constra int and should cause 
drivers to reduce their travel 
speed. Any remain ing road width 
would be designated as shoulder. 

Advantages 

• Provides additional 
space for shoulders, 
which may be used for 
other road users 
(particularly in absence 
of sidewalks) 

• Low cost 

• No impact to 
emergency vehicles 
and snowplows 

• Can be readily 
implemented 

• Does not affect vehicle 
operations 

Disadvantages 

• Lane narrowing 
reduces separation 
between oncoming 
vehicles 

• Pavement markings 
require maintenance 
and are not visible 
during winter months 

Estimated Cost 

• $1,000 to $2,000 per 
km of pavement 
marking and 
mobilization 



• Provides guidance 
during low light 
conditions through 
reflectivity 

4.2.5 LANE NARROWING THROUGH COLLAPSIBLE BOLLARDS 

Lane narrowing is a technique 
used to reduce lane widths and 
influence driver behavior. By 
making lanes narrower, drivers 
perceive the road as less 
comfortable at higher speeds, 
leading to reduced operating 
speeds. 

Collapsible bollards can be used. 
Strategically place collapsible 
bollards to create temporary 
narrow lanes. They create both 
physical and visual cue for Source. Municipality of Leamington 
drivers to slow down. 

Advantages 

• Flexible and adaptable 
measure to implement 

• Low-cost initiative that 
can be placed in 
existing right of ways 

• Provision of both 
physical and visual cue 

Disadvantages 

• May require more 
detailed maintenance 
considerations 
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Estimated Cost 

• $1,000 to $1,200 per 
set of three bollards 



4.2.6 CENTRE MEDIAN 

A centre median is a raised 
island installed in the centre of a 
road to reduce the overall width 
of the travelled lanes. They help 
slow traffic without affecting the 
capacity of the road. 

Raised median islands can be 
combined with curb extensions 
and/or textured crosswalks to 
further improve pedestrian 
safety. This measure may be 
considered on both local and 
collector roads. 

Advantages 

• provides refuge for 
pedestrians 

• Increases motorist 
awareness 

• Can be designed to 
prohibit left-turns 
thereby reducing cut
through traffic 

Disadvantages 

• May reduce on-street 
parking 

• Restricts driveway 
access 

• Speeds may 
increase due to lack 
of left turns 

• Additional 
maintenance if 
landscaped 

• Potential conflict with 
snow clearing 
operations 

Estimated Cost 

• $4,000 for 2.0m x 5.0m 
median with no 
landscaping 



4.2. 7 TEMPORARY CENTRE MEDIAN 

Similar to the centre median, the 
temporary centre median is installed in 
the centre of a road using flexible 
delineator posts to create reduced 
travelled lane widths. They help slow 
traffic without affecting the capacity of the 
road and are removable for winter snow 
clearing operations. 

Advantages Disadvantages 

• Increases motorist 
awareness 

• Can be designed to 
prohibit left-turns 
thereby reducing cut
through traffic 

• Removable for snow 
clearing operations 

• May reduce on-street 
parking 

• Restricts driveway 
access 

• Speeds may increase 
due to lack of left turns 

• Required to be set up 
each year 
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Estimated Cost 

• $1,000 for signage and 
flexible posts 



4.2.8 TRAFFIC CIRCLES 

A "traffic circle" is not the same as a 
modern day "roundabout". They are 
much smaller and serve a different 
purpose for the intersection , which 
is simply to reduce speed rather 
than to control high traffic volumes 
through an intersection. 

Circular island about 3m to 6m in 
diameter, is placed at intersections 
of residential streets, around which 
traffic circulates in a counter
clockwise direction . 

Advantages 

• Reducesspeeds 
through intersections 

• Provides visual breaks 

• Reduces collisions 

• Provides landscaping 
opportunities 

• Provide yield control for 
motor vehicles 

Disadvantages Estimated Cost 

• Increased maintenance • $8,000 to $25,000 each 
cost if landscaped 

• Potential conflict with 
snow clearing 
operations 

• Learning curve for 
drivers when first 
installed 

• Restricted access for 
trucks and longer 
school buses 



4.2.9 CHICANE (TWO LANE) LATERAL SHIFT 

A chicane is a traffic calming 
measure consisting of curb 
extensions placed on alternating 
sides of a road. These extensions 
narrow the roadway, requiring 
drivers to steer from one side to the 
other as they pass through the 
chicane. 

Chicanes can discourage drivers 
from taking shortcuts or using the 
road for through traffic, as well as to 
reduce overall speeds by forcing 
vehicles to shift laterally while 
passing through the chicane. 

Source: Wikimedia Commons. Credit: Richard Drdu/1 

Advantages Disadvantages Estimated Cost 

• Discourage drivers 
from taking short-cuts 

• Reduce overall speeds 

• Provides visual traffic 
calming effect 

• May require removal of • $5,000 to $20,000 each 
on street parking 

• May require curb 
alignment 



4.2.10 INTERSECTION CENTRELINE HARDENING 

Intersection centerline hardening 
entails using either bollards or 
rubber/concrete curbs to prevent 
drivers from cutting across 
intersections at a diagonal. They 
are beneficial in reducing conflicts 
among pedestrians/cyclists and 
motor vehicles. 

Source. City of Toronto 

Advantages Disadvantages 

• Forces drivers to turn 
slowly at a right angle 

• Can decrease vehicle 
and pedestrian conflicts 
by 70% 

• Required to be set up 
each year 

Estimated Cost 

• $1,200 to $1,900 per 
location 



4. 2. 11 TRANSVERSE LANE MARKINGS 

Full-Lane Transverse Bars include parallel 
pavement markings which extend across 
the width of the road. The markings can be 
placed closer together with distance to 
create the illusion that a vehicle's speed is 
increasing and to encourage the driver to 
slow down. 

Advantages Disadvantages Estimated Cost 

• Reduced vehicle 
speeds 

• Pavement markings will • $500 per location 
require regular 

• Quick to implement 

• No impacts to 
emergency vehicles, 
transit, maintenance 
vehicles, etc. 

maintenance 

• Potential increase in 
costs if placed in wheel 
path of vehicles 

• Visibility of pavement 
markings may be 
reduced in winter 
months and from 
significant upstream 
distances 



4.3 VOLUME CONTROL MEASURES 

4. 3. 1 DIVERTERS AND MODAL FILTERS (DIRECTIONAL CLOSURES) 

A diverter / modal filter / directional 
closure is a raised barrier or sign 
placed at an intersection that forces 
traffic to turn and prevents traffic from 
proceeding straight through the 
intersection . Diverters can incorporate 
gaps for pedestrians, wheelchairs and 
bicycles and can be mountable by 
emergency vehicles. 

Modal filters can also be implemented 
as a directional closure at an 
intersection - restricting through 
movements on a local street through a 
curb extension or physical barrier on Source. Wikimedia Commons. Credit: Richard Drdull 
the far side of the intersection. 

Advantages 

• Appropriate for local 
and collector streets 

• Can permit passage of 
by emergency vehicles 
through mountable 
elements 

• Can be implemented as 
a part of overall 
network policy or 
comprehensive system 

Disadvantages 

• Can be unsatisfactory 
to through cyclists who 
may be exposed to 
unsuspecting traffic on 
both sides of the 
diverter (depending on 
the diverter geometry 
and cyclist manoeuvre) 

4.4 EDUCATION MEASURES 

4.4. 1 COMMUNITY SAFETY AND SCHOOL ZONES 

Community Safety Zone signs inform drivers they 
are entering a zone that the community has 
designated as an area where the safety of its 

Estimated Cost 

• $500 - $8,000 
depending on 
construction measures 
selected 



children/citizens is paramount. Traffic related 
offences committed within the zone are subject to 
increased fines (many set fines are doubled such 
as speeding and traffic signal related offences) 
through a special designation under the Highway 
Traffic Act 

Community Safety Zones may include roadways 
near day care centers, playgrounds, parks, and 
senior citizen residences. Community Safety 
Zones can also be deployed in areas with an 
extensive collision history within the community. 

Community Safety Zones should include areas 
that extend for two blocks in all directions from 
schools, parks and senior citizen residences. 
Community Safety Zones should be prioritized for 
reduced speed limits to 40km/h, with School Zones 
being reduced to 30km/h on all residential streets 
within 2 blocks of the school. Under current 
provincial legislation , Automated speed 
enforcement can only be used within Community 
Safety Zones. The Township is eligible to use 
automated speed enforcement in appropriately 
designated Community Safety Zones. 

Advantages 

• Effective as a 
temporary speed 
reduction measure. 

• Permits the use of 
Automatic Speed 
Enforcement 

Disadvantages 

• Limited efficacy without 
regular enforcement or 
physical measures 

Estimated Cost 

• $250 includes sign and 
posts installation 



4.4. 2 RADAR SPEED DISPLAY SIGN 

Radar speed display signs are portable or 
permanent radar activated signs that 
instantaneously display approaching 
speeds for individual vehicles. They can 
also be programmed to flash when 
motorists are exceeding the speed 
assigned within the sign. The signs can 
be solar powered to reduce 
environmental impact. 

These devices create a sense of being 
monitored to the driver and provide an 
instant notification that the speed limit is 
being exceeded (if such is the case). 

Advantages 

• Educational tool , good 
public relations , 
effective as a 
temporary speed 

• Collect data relating to 
speed , traffic volume, 
etc. 

• Inexpensive, and easy 
to install 

Disadvantages Estimated Cost 

• Relies on motorist to • $4,500 for sign 
voluntarily comply, 
duration of 
effectiveness is limited, 
not accurate on roads 
with multiple lanes per 
direction (too much 
traffic). 

• Staff time consuming , 
requires to be moved to 
different locations. 

4.5 ENFORCEMENT MEASURES 

4.5.1 POLICE ENFORCEMENT 

Speeding is an infraction of the Highway Traffic Act enforceable by the OPP. It is often 
used with other traffic calming devices to regulate behaviour and is proven quite 
effective in reducing travel speeds, but requires the presence of an officer to provide the 
benefits. 



Advantages 

• Effective in getting 
drivers' attention 

• No impact to 
emergency vehicles 
and snowplows 

• Can be implemented 
immediately, when 
resources permit 

• Does not affect vehicle 
operations 

Disadvantages Estimated Cost 

• May be costly as • Varies 
additional revenue for 
tickets does not pay for 
officer work time 

• Does not provide for a 
continuous and 
consistent solution (i .e. 
not present for 24 
hours per day and 7 
days a week) 

• Competing priorities 

4.5. 2 RED LIGHT CAMERAS 

A red light camera is a device that detects vehicles that run a red light at an intersection . 
The camera takes a photo of the vehicle, its license plate and the traffic signal when the 
violation occurs. The photo is used as evidence to issue a fine to the reg istered owner 
of the vehicle. Red light cameras are intended to improve road safety by deterring 
drivers from running red lights, which can cause serious collisions and injuries. 

Advantages 

• 24/7 monitoring allows 
for continuous 
enforcement 

• Enhances road safety 
at all times including 
late night and early 
morning 

• Red light camera funds 
can be used to support 
road safety 
enhancements 

Disadvantages 

• Initial setup and 
maintenance costs can 
be substantial 

• Many signalized 
intersections are within 
Simcoe County 
jurisdiction 
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Estimated Cost 

• Varies depending on 
the model of 
implementation 



4.5.3 AUTOMATED SPEED ENFORCEMENT 

Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE) is a 
system that uses a camera and speed 
measurement device to enforce speed limits in 
identified areas. If a vehicle exceeds the posted 
speed limit in an automated speed enforcement 
area, the automated speed enforcement system 
captures an image which is reviewed by a 
provincial offences officer. An image of the 
offence, license plate and ticket with an 
associated fine will be mailed within the next 30 
days. 

Source: Region of Durham 

Advantages 

• 24/7 monitoring allows 
for continuous 
enforcement 

• Enhances road safety 
at all times including 
late night and early 
morning 

Disadvantages 

• Initial setup and 
maintenance costs can 
be substantial 

• Municipalities are 
unable to recover any 
costs as revenue is 
collected by cou rts 
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Estimated Cost 

• Varies depending on 
the model of 
implementation 
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5 TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES 
GUIDELINES 

5.1 CONSIDERATION FOR TRAFFIC CALMING 

Traffic calming measures will: 

• Be considered when there is a demonstrated safety, speed or short-cutting traffic 
concern and acceptable alternative measures have been exhausted . 

• Be considered after focus is placed first on improvements to the arterial road 
network, such as signal timing optimization. 

• Be considered as part of an area-wide plan as opposed to a street-specific plan 
unless there is a demonstrated rationale for why a street-specific plan is more 
preferred. 

• Be predominantly restricted to two lane roads (one lane of through traffic in each 
direction). 

• Not impede non-motorized, alternative modes of transportation and be designed 
to ensure pedestrian and cycling traffic is unaffected . 

• Not impede Emergency and Transit services access unless alternate measures 
are agreed upon with the affected Departments. 

• Maintain reasonable automobile access to Township roads. 

• Prioritize areas that feature high-rates of pedestrian-vehicle conflicts and ensure 
measures match road typology. 

• Where applicable, passively enforce speed limits and generate revenue that can 
be allocated towards additional traffic calming measures. 

• Prioritize areas that should receive traffic calming measures through utilizing staff 
and resources to survey and confirm with traffic counts where cut-through traffic is 
prevalent on residential roads. 

• Prioritize rolling out low-cost interventions including signage along residential 
streets and abutting intersections to restrict cut-through traffic in residential areas. 

• Build awareness around the positive effects of traffic calming measures throughout 
the municipality in efforts to increase momentum behind enacting other measures. 

• Consider collision data to determine where additional calming needs should be 
implemented annually. 



• Include considerations of Council and staff recommendations for appropriate 
locations allowing for more agile efforts. 

• Consider parking removal on a project-by-project basis. Parking needs of residents 
should be balanced with the equally important functions of traffic, emergency 
vehicle access, transit, bicycle, and pedestrian movement. 

• Only be installed after staff has investigated existing traffic conditions and the 
necessary approvals have been received. 

• Be monitored ; follow-up assessment and report will be completed to confirm 
effectiveness and the results will be communicated to area residents and Council. 

A note on Stop Signs: 

It is important to note that stop signs are not to be used for speed control. In accordance 
with the Ministry of Ontario (MTO) Traffic Manual Book 5 (Regulatory Signs) unwarranted 
stop signs increase vehicular speeds between stop signs and encourage rolling stops 
(stop signs only affect speeds within approximately 40 metres of the stop sign). An 
excessive number of stop signs, particularly those that are not warranted, encourage 
disrespect for stop control signs and other traffic control devices. 

5.2 COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

Restoring neighbourhood streets to their intended function and improving overall livability 
are primary objectives of traffic calming. In order to ach ieve this goal , community 
involvement and support is paramount. Throughout the process, residents are 
encouraged to participate in the development of a traffic calming plan suitable to the 
neighbourhood and the concerns within it. 

Communication with residents is made at various stages throughout the process as the 
traffic calming plan is developed and implemented. Traffic calming plans should be 
developed with an understanding of current and historical traffic patterns within the area 
under investigation. For a traffic calming program to be successful, the neighbourhood 
must support and be committed to the solution. The only means of gaining this 
commitment is to involve the residents by informing them of the study location being 
considered for traffic calming measures and the proposed solution. 

The benefit of neighbourhood involvement is that it generates support for a traffic calming 
program and assists in the implementation of a plan without significant opposition upon 
completion . Neighbourhood involvement also enhances the credibility of the traffic 
calming program, particularly when it is eventually presented to Committee or Council for 
approval. In order to obtain a working partnership with the committee or residents , a 
description of the study will be issued in a notice along with a survey delivered to residents 
affected by the implementation of the proposed traffic calming measures. 



These forms of contact will provide the affected residents with opportunities to offer input 
into the development of the plan , as well as publicize and increase the awareness of the 
study. 

The review and implementation of traffic calming measures is a time consuming and 
expensive process requiring many resources. Without public support, the traffic calming 
measures intended to alleviate traffic concerns could be met with negative public opinion 
as a result, jeopardizing the outcome and potential positive impacts to affected 
neighbourhoods. 

Neighbourhood support, enforcement, education of motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians, 
appropriate engineering applications and economics typically determine the success of 
any traffic calming endeavor. A cooperative partnership between the affected residents 
and the Township is essential to the success of the project. 

In some cases, it may be found that traffic calming measures are warranted and a majority 
of affected residents would prefer some form of mitigation, but there is a wide range of 
conflicting opinions regarding the type of mitigation etc. Pending comments received from 
the residents regarding the notification and survey, the Townsh ip may offer to host a Public 
Open House to discuss potential options for traffic calming measures. 

5.3 CLASS ENVIRONMENTALASSESMENT PROCESS 

Traffic calming is exempt from the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act and is not an 
undertaking subject to the Municipal Engineers Association Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (October 2000, as amended). Where appropriate, public 
consultation elements of the Municipal Class EA for a Schedule B project (including the 
potential public meeting when warranted as noted above) have been incorporated in this 
policy as a best practice. 

The manner in which the public is informed throughout this policy will serve as the 
preferred method of public notification for any traffic calming measures that involve the 
retirement of existing road facilities. 
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6 TRAFFIC CALMING IMPLEMENTATION 
PROCESS 

The following process will be used when proceeding with a request for traffic calming 
measures within the Township of Essa. An established and formal process for 
investigating roads provides consistency and equality in the determination of need and 
suitability of traffic calming measures. 

To address concerns and feedback brought forward by those who travel and live within 
Essa three streams for implementing traffic calming measures are included: 

1. Community-wide 

2. Request based 

3. Collision hotspot correction 

These streams vary in the initiation method, process, implementation timeline and funding 
sources. Collectively they will result in slower traffic and increased safety in Essa. The 
strategy includes traffic calming as part of community-wide initiatives, new development, 
capital infrastructure projects, and modification to existing neighborhoods. 

6.1 COMMUNITY-WIDE APPROACH 

The community approach is a holistic implementation across Essa by lowering the default 
speed limit from 50km/hr to 40km/hr. Having the default speed limit of 40 km/hr be posted 
throughout the urban areas of Essa will play and important role in traffic calming. The 
posted speed limit will send a message to motorists about the expected behaviours on 
the road and speed is a significant factor related to the frequency and severity of 
collisions. 

As of 2018, the Ontario Highway Traffic Act (Section 128 (2.1)) allows municipalities to 
set a posted speed limit less than 50 km/h for roads under the municipalities' jurisdiction. 
With this recent change to the HTA, other municipalities have implemented the default 
speed limit of 40 km/h in Ontario: Toronto, Hamilton, Ottawa, London, Mississauga, 
Waterloo, Prescott, Oakville (pilot), and Kitchener (pilot) . 

6.2 REQUEST-BASED APPROACH 

Residents, staff, and Council can submit a request for traffic calming in on a roadway. The 
residents can contribute with the local knowledge of daily traffic conditions and identify 
safety concerns. The following approach evaluates requests to determine if action will be 
taken and what the suitable treatment is. 



6. 2. 1 PROCESS 

There are four stages of the traffic calming request stream: initiation, data collection and 
assessment, implementation, and evaluation. 

Stage 1: Initiation 

Traffic Calming Requests 

Residents with traffic related concerns are instructed to complete the form in Appendix 
A of this Policy and submit their written request to investigate traffic calming on their road 
or within their neighbourhood to the Township of Essa Public Works Department. 

Screening Criteria 

Initial screening criteria to determine eligibility for consideration for traffic calming 
measures have been established. 

With respect to the road or road section in question, it must: 

• Be a local or collector road assumed and maintained by the Township of Essa; 

• Have a minimum length of 150m 

In addition , the following must also be satisfied : 

• Zoning should be primarily residential, institutional or recreational (parklands). 

For roads or road sections with restricted horizontal and/or vertical alignment, and hence 
restricted sight lines, traffic calming measures could be considered in conjunction with 
reduced speed limits and adequate warning signs. 

The requestor should be notified of the screening results. 

Stage 2: Data Collection and Assessment 

Data Collection 

If the requested location meets the initial screening criteria, data collection and analysis 
will commence. The collection of traffic data, as deemed necessary by Township staff, will 
serve to provide a better understanding of the current traffic conditions and to prioritize 
locations for the investigation of traffic calming. 

Staff will conduct the necessary traffic studies (or outsource such studies) to quantify and 
qualify the submitted traffic concerns. The data collected may include traffic volumes and 
composition (cars and trucks) , vehicle speeds, collisions, sight lines related to deficient 
horizontal and/or vertical alignment and stopping distance, pedestrian activity, an 
origin/destination study (third party study) , if the request relates to shortcutting traffic, and 
historical site-specific information. 

For vehicle speeds, it is not prudent to consider the highest speed at which motorists 
travel. Rather, the 85th percentile speed will be considered , which is the speed at which 
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85% of the total traffic volume on a road is travelling at or below. In considering the need 
for traffic calming, the 85th percentile speed must exceed the posted speed limit by a 
min imum of 10 km/h as per the values provided in Table 1. 

Table 1: 85th Percentile Speed Considerations 

40 km/h 
50 km/h 
60 km/h 

50 km/h 
60 km/h 
70 km/h 

With respect to sight distances and the need for traffic calming to reduce travel speeds 
upon approach to intersections, the existing sight distances at intersections must be less 
than the distances outlined in Table 2 for traffic calming to be warranted . For lower speed 
roads (e.g . posted speed of 50 km/h or less), the design speed is typically taken as 10 
km/h over the posted speed, whereas for higher speed roads (e.g. posted speed of 60 
km/h or more), design speed is typically 20 km/h greater than posted speed . 

Table 2: Stopping Sight Distance Considerations 

40 km/h 

50 km/h 

60 km/h 

70 km/h 

45m 

65m 

85 m 

110 m 

The above distances in metres (m) at each design speed are the "minimum stopping sight 
distances on wet pavement" as outlined in the MTO Geometric Design Standards. 

Once collected and summarized, the data will be utilized in the overall assessment to 
determine the need for traffic calming and assist in setting priority for locations of 
consideration. 

Basis for Assessment 

The data assessment is a screening process focused on the various attributes of a road 
in order to quantify its potential need for traffic calming. By means of assigning weighted 
points based on the severity of certain road attributes (e.g. 85th percentile speed), this 
process will bring to the forefront roads requiring consideration while quantifying the 
current conditions. A basis for assessment has been prepared in consideration of 
comparable traffic calming policies in effect throughout the area (refer to Appendix B for 
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the assessment wor~sheet). Only road sections that achieve the minimum required points 
as specified in Appendix B will be reviewed further in the next steps of the process. 

Should the minimum required points be met for a request, depending on funding 
availability, locations for implementation will be selected based on the point system, with 
those locations with the highest points implemented first. If funding does not permit all 
locations to be implemented in one year, roads will be carried forward to the next year 
when they will then be re-prioritized to include any new locations. 

Assessment Thresholds 

The minimum number of points required to proceed with the investigation of traffic calming 
measures differs based on the classification of road. In keeping with the objective of 
restoring roads to their intended function, local and collector roads are designed and 
expected to convey varying levels of traffic volume. This, in turn, has a bearing on the 
minimum point value required to proceed, as traffic volume is a major consideration . 
Based on this, the following are minimum point values for each road type, as can be seen 
in Appendix B: 

• Local road minimum 35 points 

• Collector road minimum 52 points 

Stage 3: Implementation 

During implementation, a letter will be provided to affected residents notifying them of the 
proposed plan , including the objective, rationale on the selected device and the intended 
outcome of the installation . In addition, the Mayor and members of Council will be advised. 
The final design will include the location of the implementation, spacing, specifications of 
the treatment, and estimated cost. 

Implementation of 'quick build' measures will be prioritized where capital projects in the 
study areas are not feasible or desired. Quick-build measures such as temporary speed 
cushions, flexible bollards, line painting , radar speed display signs and temporary curb 
extensions allow for evaluation and iteration in the traffic calming process, helping to build 
support for future measures. 

Once the traffic calming measure has been installed, it is recommended that the Township 
continue to engage with the impacted community. Township staff should provide 
information on how to provide feedback through mail drops to residents along the affected 
corridor as well as through the Township's website and social media platforms. 
Engagement efforts should provide participants will an opportun ity to provide feedback 
on how the traffic calming installations are operating , and if any adjustments should be 
considered. It is important to note that consultation should not act as a barrier to 
implementing traffic calming measures, but instead help to inform how they can be 
adjusted going forward to ensure they are effective. 

Stage 4: Evaluation and Reporting 



Township staff should continually monitor and evaluate the implemented traffic calming 
measure to ensure it is achieving its purpose without causing any additional negative 
impacts. Through the monitoring process, the Township can determine whether design 
and/or location adjustments and any additional efforts are required. 

To assess the effectiveness of the measure, Township staff should monitor traffic data, 
similar to pre-installation data collection during Stage 2 of the process. Township staff 
should compare this data to the pre-installation data from Stage 2 to determine whether 
the measure is achieving objectives effectively. The measure should be monitored after 
sufficient time has elapsed in order to allow traffic patterns to stabilize and road users to 
become familiar with the measure (e.g., three to six months after installation). When 
conducting traffic volume data collection , it should be noted that adjacent roadways may 
have increased volume from traffic diversion. This should be considered to ensure that 
by installing traffic calming in one place does not create an issue somewhere 
elsewhere. 

If installed permanently, the measure should also be monitored during the winter to 
ensure it is effective under all potential circumstances. The Township should also 
engage with residents or key stakeholders to obtain feedback about the effectiveness of 
the measures and to identify any potential concerns. 

The Township should prepare and publish reports online detailing the monitoring and 
evaluation, including any recommended adjustments or removal of the measure based 
on key findings from the monitoring and evaluation process. 

6.3 COLLISION HOTSPOT CORRECTION PROCESS 

As the Township collects and analyzes safety and collision data, certain locations may 
begin to emerge as collision 'hot spots'. These locations account for a significant 
percentage of the injury and fatality collisions on the Township's roadways, and should 
be identified and addressed through the measures listed in this policy as soon as 
possible. 

Through the process of the development of the Transportation Master Plan (2023), a 
collision history map was generated to identify the intersections and corridors with the 
most significant collision history. This analysis should be reviewed annually, with plans 
developed to mitigate the conditions that are leading to these elevated levels of 
collisions. 

The process for the Collision Hotspot Correction stream of traffic calming is for staff to 
identify the hotspots based on an annual review of collision data, updating the collision 
heatmap included in Appendix C of this report. Regardless of other screening factors , 
the top 5 intersections or corridors should be reviewed through a Road Safety Analysis 
process, and safety measures should be reviewed and implemented as soon as 
possible to address the known safety issues with these areas of the Township. 
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Ongoing evaluation of the efficacy of the measures should be performed, with additional 
measures implemented if there is not a significant change in collision history where 
treatments are applied. 
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APPENDIX A-TRAFFIC CALMING 
REQUEST FORM 
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Appendix A: Traffic Calming Request Form n..i,,o,....ic-,11m 

Application date: 

Description of Location: 

Email request to : @essatownship .on.ca 

-OR-

Mail, Fax or Drop off to: Township of Essa, 5786 County Road 21 
Utopia, ON L0M 1T0 Fax# 705-424-2367 

Name: 
Address: 
Contact phone #: 
Email address: 

Why are additional traffic signage and/or mitigation/ traffic calming measures 
being requested at this location? (Provide pictures if available.) 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
Staff Review: Date: 
Council Review: Date: 
Council Review: Date: 
Approved/ Bylaw: 
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APPENDIX B -ASSESSMENT OF 
TRAFFIC CALMING NEED 
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Appendix B: Assessment of Traffic Calming Need '""'""'•...ic-r,11m 

Road Section: Prepared By: 

Road Class: Prepared On: 

Traffic Data 

Feature Range Criteria Score 

5 points for every 2 km/h that the 85th 

1. Speed 0 to 35 percentile speed is greater than 10 km/h 

over the posted speed limit 

2. Volume Oto 20 Local Roadways: 5 points per 500 ADT 

Collector Roads: 5 points per 1000 ADT 

5 points if there is a presence of 25% or 

3. Short-Cutting 0 to 15 more shortcutting traffic, additional 5 

Traffic points for every 10% increment above 25% 

4. Collisions Oto 10 1 point for every coll ision/year over a 

3-year period 

Road Characteristics 

Feature Range Criteria Score 

1. Sidewalks 0 to 5 5 points for no sidewalks with evidence of 

pedestrian activity 

5 points for each nearby (must have direct 

2. Pedestrian Oto 15 connection to subject roadway) pedestrian 

Generators generator such as school, playground, 

community centre, libraries, retail, etc. 

0 points for excellent sight lines, 5 points 

3. Sight Lines Oto 10 impaired sight lines, 10 points for very 

poor sight lines 

4. Road Allowance 0 to 5 5 points for limited paved surface and/or 

Limitations boulevard width 

Paved Width .'.'.:_6m 

Overall Assessment 

Does the location meet the minimum requirement: I Total Score: 

35 Points Local Road 

52 points Collector Road 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ESSA 

BY-LAW NO. 2024 - 25 

Being a By-law to authorize execution of an Agreement for 
the provision of Additional Services under Section 17(2) of 
the Community Safety and Policing Act. 

WHEREAS the Corporation of the Township of Essa deems it necessary to 
comply with Section 17(2) of the Community Safety and Policing Act, 2019, S.O. 2019, 
c.1, Schedule 1 as amended; and 

WHEREAS Section 11 (3) of the Community Safety and Policing Act, 2019, as 
amended, deems that the municipality is required to provide adequate and effective 
police services in accordance with its needs; and 

WHEREAS under Section 5 of the Police Services Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P.15, as 
amended, the municipality's responsibility for providing police services may be 
discharged by entering into an Agreement with the Solicitor General under Section 
17(2) of the Act alone or jointly with one or more other councils to have police services 
provided by the Ontario Provincial Police; and 

WHEREAS the municipalities of the Town of New Tecumseth, Township of 
Adjala-Tosorontio and the Township of Essa have previously entered into Joint Policing 
Contracts with the Ontario Provincial Police, with the most recent due to expire on 
December 31, 2026; and 

WHEREAS at its meeting of May 1, 2024, Council passed Resolution No. CW?-
2024, approving entering into an Agreement for a four (4) year term for the provision of 
police services in the Township of Essa; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Corporation of the 
Township of Essa does hereby enact as follows: 

1. That the Corporation of the Township of Essa enter into an Agreement with the 
Ministry of the Solicitor General, for police services for a four (4) year term 
commencing on the 1st day of April, 2024 and ending on the 31 st day of 
December, 2028, to maintain the current Police Services. 

2. That the Mayor and Clerk be authorized to sign and execute all documents 
relating to the Agreement. 

3. That Schedule A attached hereto forms part of this By-law. 

4. That this By-law shall be cited as the "Joint OPP Policing Contract By-law". 

5. That By-law 2023-66 be and is hereby repealed. 

cJo 



6. That this By-law shall come into force and take effect on the date of passing 
thereof. 

READ A FIRST, AND TAKEN AS READ A SECOND AND THIRD TIME AND FINALLY 
PASSED on this the 1st day of May, 2024. 
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Sandie Macdonald, Mayor 

Lisa Lehr, Manager of Legislative 
Services/Clerk 



THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ESSA 

BY-.LAW 2024-.26 

Being a By-law to provide for the adoption of tax rates for 2024. 

WHEREAS the Municipal Act, S.O. 2001, Chapter 25 provides that the Council of the 
local Municipality shall in each year prepare and adopt estimates of all sumsreqUired during the 
year on all rateable property in the local municipality; and 

WHEREAS the Municipa!Act, S.O. 2001, Chapter 25 provides that the Council of the 
local Municipality shall in each year pass a by-law levying a separate tax rate, as specified in 
the by..:law, on the .assessment in each property class in the local municipality rateable for local 
municipality purposes; and 

WHEREAS The Municipal Act, S.O. 2001; Chapter 25 Sections 308(2){5), provides that 
a set of tax ratios shall be established for every municipality and that the County of Simcoe By
law No. 6952 passed on April 12, 2022,,established these tax ratios; and 

WHEREAS the Assessment Act, RS.0. 1990, Chapter A.31, as amended, establishes 
the classes of real property and methods of assessment, as well as provides for alterations to 
the Collector's Roll; and 

WHEREAS the Council of the Township of Essa has reviewed the estimates required for 
all purposes for the year 2024 and has hero special meetings for budget discussions on 
November 1, 15th and December 20th, 2023, as advertised to the public, pursuant to section 291 
of the Municipal Act, S.O. 2001; 

WHEREAS the Municipal Act, S.O. 2001, Chapter 25, Section 329, as amended, 
contains the rules governing the mandatory 5% (five percent) limit on OVA-related tax increases 
for commercial, industrial and multi-residential properties; and 

WHEREAS the Municipal Act, S.O. 2001, Chapter 25, Section 329.1 as amended, may 
modify the provisions and limits set out in Section 329 and within the meaning of Section 331 of 
the Act,· as established and approved by the Upper Tier to govern all Lower Tier municipalities 
and that the County of Simcoe By-law No.7069 passed on April 9,2024, establishes these limits; 
and 

WHEREAS the Municipal Act, S.O. 2001, Chapter 25, Section 391 as amended, permits 
the imposition of fees or charges on persons for services provided or done by or on behalf of 
any other municipality; and 

WHEREAS the Municipal Act, S.O. 2001, Chapter 25, Section 398(1) (2} as amended, 
permits that fees or charges constitute a debt of the person to the municipality and that such 
amount owing can be added to the Tax Roll and collected in same manner as municipal taxes; 
and 

WHEREAS County of Simcoe By-law No. 7069 passed on April 9, 2024, established tax 
rates for County purposes for the year 2024; and 
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WHEREAS Section 257.12.1(b) of the Education Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.E.2 as amended, 
provides for the Minister of Finance to make regulations prescribing tax rates for school 
purposes, as established in Ontario Regulations; 

NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Essa enacts as follows: 

1. The 2024 levy for Township purposes, levy is hereby set at $12,135,979.00 

2. The 2024 estimate for Simcoe County purposes, including Simcoe County Waste 
Management costs, is hereby set at $10,874,101.00 

3. The 2024 estimate for Education purposes is hereby set at $8,700,829.00 

4. The following tax rates expressed as a percentage are hereby adopted to be applied 
against the whole of the assessment for real property for municipal purposes: 

TAX CLASS 

Residential 
Multi-Residential 
Commercial - occupied 

- vacant 
Small Scale On-Farm 
Pipelines 
Farm 
Managed Forests 
Industrial - occupied 

,. vacant 

TAX RATE 

0.334254% 
0.334254% 
0.408559% 
0.408559% 
0.102140% 
0.433394% 
0.083564%" 
0.083564% 
0.398598% 
0.398598% 

5. The following tax rates expressed as a percentage are hereby adopted to be applied 
against the whole of the assessment for real property for Simcoe County purposes, 
including Simcoe County Waste Management: 

TAX CLASS 

Residential 
Multi-Residential 
Commercial - occupied 

- vacant 
Small Scale On-Farm 
Pipelines 
Farm 
Managed Forests 
Industrial - occupied 

- vacant 

TAX RATE 

0.299499% 
0.299499% 
0.366078% 
0.366078% 
0.091519% 
0.388330% 
0.074875% 
0.074875% 
0.357153% 
0.357153% 

6. The following tax rates expressed as a percentage are hereby adopted to be applied 
against the whole of the assessment for real property for School purposes: 



TAX CLASS 

Residential 
Multi-Residential 
Commercial - occupied 

-vacant 
-Fed PIL 

Small Scale On-Farm 
'Pipelines·• 
Farm 
Managed Forests 
Industrial .. occupied 

- vacant 
.. - FedPIL 

TAX RATE 

0.153000% 
0.153000% 
0.880000% 

• 0.880000% 
0.980000%. 
0.220000% 
.Q.880000% 
0.038250% 
0.038250% 

· :Q.880000% 
0.880000% 
1i25·oooo% 
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7. The taxes on railway rights bf way(ROW)Jor·2024 is'duetotheTciwnship in accordance 
with the prescribed rates as established by the Minister of Finance pursuantto section 
315 of the Municipal Act, S.O. 2001, as amended, and the ROW taxes due shall be 
based on the assessment roll and the tax rates for the year. 

8. The collectqr shall mail qr cause the same to be mailed, not later than 21 days prior to 
the date'thefirst instalment is due, to the residence or place of business of such person 
indicated on the last revised assessment roll, a written or printed notice specifying the 
amount of taxes payable, the date by which it is to be paid and the penalty charge 
imposed forlate payment. 

9. The date(s) for payment of taxes levied under the authority of this By-law shall be as 
follows: 

Due date of First Final Instalment 
Three banking days before the last banking day of September 

Due date of Second Final Instalment 
Three banking days before the last banking day of November 

10. That the taxes shall be payable to the Corporation on or before the due date and shall 
be payable at the Municipal Office, or at the Banks of Nova Scotia in Angus and Alliston, 
or at the Royal Bank of Canada in Cookstown, or at the Toronto.;Dominion Bank in 
Alliston. Payments made at the above Bank branches shall be deemed to be paid to the 
Corporation on the date the Township receives the payment. The resident (or presenter 
of the bill) will be responsible to pay any applicable service charge to the financial 
institution accepting the payment. Electronic Fund Transfers {EFT) are available 
through a Pre-Authorized Payment Plan with the Township and Telephone EFT with 
various Financial Institutions. In addition, payment can be left after hours at the 
Municipal Office drop box on the lower level, side entrance. 

CoO 



_n"-. 
~ 

11. 

12. 
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That the Treasurer of the Corporation shall add to the amount of all taxes due and 
unpaid and levied under the authority of this By-law, a penalty charge equ~I to one and 
one-quarter (1.25%) per cent of such amount on the first day of the calendar month 
following the due date, and on the first day of each calendar month thereafter in which 
default continues. After the end of the year in which the taxes are levied and are unpaid, 
statutory interest of one and one-quarter (1.25%) per cent per month will apply. 

That the Treasurer and/or designate, are hereby authorized to accept part payment from 
time to time on account of any such taxes that are due and to give a receipt for such part 
payment, provided that acceptance of any such part payment shall not affect the 
collection of any penalty charges imposed and collectable in respect of non-payment of 
the taxes or any installment thereof, and that such part-payment is· applied first against 
the principal taxes owing. 

That there be imposed a handling fee of $30.00 for any returned cheques. 

This By-law shall come into force and take effect on the date it is finally passed. 

READ A FIRST, AND TAKEN AS READ A SECOND AND THIRD TIME AND FINALLY 
PASSED on this the 1st day of May 2024. 

Sandie Macdonald, Mayor 

Lisa Lehr, Clerk 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ESSA 

BY-LAW 2024 - 27 

Being a By-law to confirm the proceedings of the Council 
meeting held on the 1st day of May, 2024. 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ESSA 
HEREBY ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

THAT the action of the Council at its meeting held on the 1st day of May, 2024 and, 
in respect of each recommendation contained in the Minutes of the Regular Council 
meeting held on the 17th day of April, 2024, the Minutes of the Committee of the Whole 
meeting held on the 17th day of April, 2024, and, in respect of each motion, resolution and 
other action passed and taken by Council at the said meetings, is, except where prior 
approval of the Ontario Municipal Board is required, hereby adopted, ratified and 
confirmed. 

THAT the Mayor and the proper officials of the Township of Essa are hereby 
authorized and directed to do all things necessary to give effect to the said actions or to 
obtain approvals where required, and to execute all documents as may be necessary in 
that behalf and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to affix the Corporate Seal to all 
such documents. 

READ A FIRST, AND TAKEN AS READ A SECOND AND THIRD TIME AND 
FINALLY PASSED on this the 1st day of May 2024. 

Sandie Macdonald, Mayor 

Lisa Lehr, Manager of Legislative Services 
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